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- i  s there a need fol  a l ternat ivg l r fe st .y les?

There se€tm today to be tr . ro ways of  arguing in favo-;r  c l

a l . ternat ive l l fe sty les jn the r ich countr ies,  one of  them

rerrr ' : i  ve thc nf  hpr nosi  t ' i  Ve., .vL."  ur  Y v t

The negat ive noint  of  departure is the one that is most

commonly useC :n the debate beeause 1t  t les in vr i th the general

ieel-  -ng of  rcrJ s isr  ,  part icuiar ly af ter  the o11 boycott  organizeC

bJr t ; ,e O,PIJC ccuntr : ies.  l , t  th is point ,  however,  i t  should be noted

that t i re feeirng of  an impending cr is is may be almosi  a defJ.ning

character ist ic of  western c iv i l izat ion,  one of  those things that

noveir  peonle i l to act ion,  mcbi lLzes new forces and for that  reason

contr ibutes to the general ly expansive nature of  vrestern c iv i l i -

zat icn in qener:al  and. western capi ta l ism in lar t lcuiar. ' i

l lost  th inkinq in th is connect ion is t iec to ol l r  consumption
c*rr- l  r>e ' , i i  ^ne talks wi t i r  just l f icat ion about t  h igh-consumption,

hi  sn-encr.c"v societ ies I  .  Undcr- l  v ' ins th i  s is a v is ion of  r low-

consr, . rnpt ion,  lc ;w-energy scciet ies ' .  3ut  we have to spe1l  th is cut :
t ronruspt ionr and Ienerqyr wi th respect to what?

. l ince nater ia l  factors a:rd energy are at  stake, th is is

no Coubt l r i th respect to mater ia l -  needs, such as the neeis (  not

'1  octrr :s:r ' ' i  lv  i  ^  ior i ' i :v)  fnr :  fnnd nlnfhirr-  hnrrqinc-
^n Cfdef OI pl l*- -  

-  - . t  /  !vvu, vrv vrr{rrD

heal ' ; l r  care,  tna jnnl-ements of  educat ion and transportat ion and

coruminicat ion . 'aci i i t ies.  By and large the probteni  of  the Third
, ' ior l - r i  countr ies . is  to guarantee - for  a l l  a social  minimum, a f l -oor,

' . rher€:  the recou-rses i i r ;er ler i  for  ihe s, ;at isfact ion of  these need.s

erre concerned. l lut  the:r"e is also the corres'pond. ing problem of

the indust: : ia l izeC i :our: . t : : ' i .es:  to def lne ano l ive according - to

the lCea of  a, :ccia- i  na-xi :num, a cei l lng beyond which we should

lot  i :c .  lno that  leads us straight into the nggslJs reason for
; r - -cnr i  r r , . r  i r r  f ' rv6f  Of nel*  and lOWef-COnSU-mptiOn l i fe StyleS.

i ' jore precisej .y,  there seem to be four l ines of  th inking that

al- i  I  ear l  to the same conc"Lusion -  that  the present expansion of
consunnt- ion cannot cont inrre and hence to a rat ionale for  a

d" iscu.sslon o. f  a cei l ing to consumption, a.  socj-al  naximum.



I ' i rst ,  there is the idea of  naturers l imj- ted capaci t I .

i , 'or  a1l  seven resor- l rees ment ioned above mater ia l  prod.uct ion

:  s neer led (e.g.  to produce hospi . ta ls and schools,  heal th equip-

nent and textbooks ) ;  nature is f in- i te,  and would not al low an

;tnpl icat ion of  the Kant j : rn pr inciple of  consuming as 1f  the rule

cf  ycur act ion coulr i  be a universal  ru le.  Thus, r f  everybod.f  in

the ' ,r 'orld were to have housi.ng area equivalent in size to t l : la1

i ivr ; i latr le to t re r lch people in the industr ia l ized countr ies,

-e.o ' j rcec (anrorrg them l-and and space )  would rapiCly be exhausted n

;a: : t icul .ar ly i f - the needs of  future generat ions ar ie taken . into
(ronsi  c lerat ion.  )

i leconcl ,  there is the idea of  manrs l imi ted -capa.ci_!X. Fol

r , . l . l  r ieven resources above the o1d pr incinle of  the qolden mean

.:ee;r :  to €rnpl11: too much fooC r-s ev1l ,  too much l iv ing space makes

corununication between farn-i ly members d.i f f icult,  too much conmunj-cart ion

- i  e:rd: ;  to informat ion over load, etc.  f  t  rnay be argued that th is does;

. iot  : . rn l ; r  to,  for  instance, heal th,  and in an abstract  sense there
j .s c: . '  course no upper l imi t  to how heal thy vre can be. But there

i . r i  an upp€lr  l imrt  to the consumption of  heal th services,  as has

l r , rnr-  r rm:od for.cef l t l l r r  rcr :cnt ' l r r  hrz Trrar I1] iCh:* tC beCOme a*r t  4\ / \ r  !vr-  vv!ur!J /  . ,  v\ / r :  urJ

r . l  - i .n,r t  in that  system, i  .  e .  a 'pat ientr  ,  may in : - tsel i  nroduce

. i l l  le: : . l th.  There 1s a noint  beyond wh. ich consuqi ' t lon of  the iesoulces

' tecc; i ies counter-product lve to need-sat isfact ion.  !

' Ih i rd,  there is the j .da of  a l imrt  to inequi l i t f  .  \ fhen some

colrn 'br jes or some peopie,  and part icular ly when some peopi .e in

some col lntr ies,  have mrch more of  these goods than others have

t i re.r '  possess - j .  resource that can be converted into 'power.  For

insta: ice,  i f  the 611te in a country has aecess to better heal t i i

services than others (or easier access to the same heai th ser. / - ices,

whj .cn amounts to the sameo) tn is may increase their  l i f ,e exDectancy.

lcl ier morbidi 'Ly may r, iake them more eff icient and lovrer moz:tal i t ; '

makeg them iast  longer;  to last  longer,  in turn,  mearrs nore t ine

to accurnula. te exper lenc€j  tha. t  can be converted into power over

o1;her"s.  J lhus,  the arnrment has been and wi l l  cont j .nue to be that

r ; j re ic i r  a . i  inr t  to hovi  nuch ine, lual- i ty the wor ld as a vrhole a-nd

rr,<) lr idividual country ca.n stand without becoming a cari.cature of

what a society '  wi th e minimum of bui l t - in social  just ice should be

1ike.
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Fourtn,  there 1s a l iml t  to Sxploi ta_t ion.  The raw mater la ls

to meet these seven needs have to come from somewhere, and the
ouest ion is asked with increasing force: could i t  be that th is
tsomewhere'  could use these raw mater la ls themselves, even that
the. ' r  could.  make better use of  then or at  least  that  they have

nore need" for  them? Thls quest ion can be asked in a developed/

developing countr les eontext ,  but  i t  can equal ly wel l  be asked

in a.  developed/developinq dlstr lct  context  wi th in countr ies at l
over the wor l -d.  I t  is  a general  Centre/Per lphery problem, s ince
under the d.ominant economic system in the wor ld today product ion

factors are moved toward"s the Centre, where raw materials, labor
and capi ta l  are brought together in big organ-Lzat ions so as to
prod.uce to meet demand.s,  part icular ly those art iculated in the
Centre.

Take, for  example,  the consumptj-on of  meat.  According to
the fir^st argument the ccnsumption should be lowered because there
is not enou.gh grassl-and, etc.  that  through catt le can be eonverted
l in"r f in i , . r r+ ' ry)  into meat -  that  land should be usecl  for  other
cul lposes. Accord. ing to the second argument,  too high meat consump-

t ion should be avoided. on the grounds that i t  1s dangerous to heal th.
Annn,r ' r l ivro *n the ih l rd argSument consumption should be equal ized So

'r .haf .  a l l  ncnnlss and/or races are equal ly physical ly strong, s incer .d:u/  vr  u s!  v vYuarJ 

. -7

strength may be converted. into any kind of  power.  '  According to
the fourth arg;ment meat ccnsu,nption drains resources away from
'Dor i  n l ra-rr  aarrpf ,g igg that need. them for the-tr  or .vrr  need.-sat isfact lon -Fr:vrJ vv4i

mayLe to prod,uee meat for  their  own masses. fn each case t . i re
nn. n-]  r r  c i  nn I  ower meat consumption in the Cen tre countr ies ,  i  s  the

same, but the premisses are somewhat dl f ferent.  To what extent
cr I  enm6 ^- xone of  the four arguments aTe emplr ical ly tenabl  eqLL 

t  vr

. rar ies in t ine and spacel  usual ly i f  one does not hold,  one of

the others ooes for such is the nature of  our Centre/Per iphery
worlr ] .

i f
One could now ergu.e further and say that/the present trend

continues al-l these four factors wil l taice on an increasingly
se: ' iour:  characier.  Thus, natu.re would" be depJ-eted and" pol lutedn
narr would be everl nore of an over-consuuer than tod.ay, the gapsr

the inequalit ies would continue to expand and the exploitatj-on
vrould take such magtr i tudes that sooner or later per ipher j .es wi th in
and 'Setween countr ies would organize themselves lnto act ion consider-
c}. ' l r r  mnts6 r inepg{is and bel l igerent than the very l fuaJ"ted.,  highly



4

non-vlol-ent act ion in i t iated by the OPIIC countr ies.  No lmaginat ion

is required to spel l  th is out in detai l l  i t  is  unnecessory,  but

i t  eonst i tutes a r ich basis of  negat ive arsuments in f ,avor of
al terrrat ive l i fe sty les.

Let us then tur:r  to the posi t ive arguments.  There are good

reasons vrhy they shoulr l  be emphasized much more; they lmnediately ,

change the focus of  the d.ebate 1n a more constr . lc t ive direct ion
ard may al-so generate a type of optimism that ean be converted.
into imaginai ive act ion.  Obviously,  the negat ive approach w111
also cal l  for  imaginat ion and creat iv l ty -  but  i t  is  just  as
l ikely to cal l  for  ef for ts to preserve the status quo (wi th some
very mlnor anci .  largely symbol ic concessj-ons),  Among these ef for ts

the obvious posslbi l i t ies are mi l i tary intervent ion,  d. i rect  or

indirect ,  and incursions in general  into Third I ' /or ld countr ies,
foster j .ng more or less fascist  regimes inslde industr ia l ized and
third i{orld countries alike. }lence the urgent need for more
positi.ve argumentation .

One wa.y of arguing here couL d be based on answers to the
, l t rest ion:  what do people in r ich countr ies do when they are in

r .  posi t ion to do what they want to c1o? One simple way of  approaching
tnat problern would be to study what such people do dur ing vacat ions.
The idea of  paid mass vacat ion is a rat 'her recent one whereas the
.:-der of  upper-c1ass le is. i re is ancient i t  is  the former,  not
the lat ter .  that  is  cf  i r terest  j rere.  Ti ie answer we get f rom
stui. ' lng these patterns of behavior is certainly not an ' irnambiguous

one, but there are some relat ively c lear patterrrs.  And many of  them
,7,a in one direct : .on:  to indicate that  many people seek a s inpl_er
f  . i fe.  In pract ice th is means that almost no ef for t  is  spared. in
order to get to a pr im:- t ive hut,  a eamping place, in general  to

,olaces where one can l ive in much closer contact  wi th nature,  be
cl-ose together ( for  instance in a smal l -  tent  or  a t ra i ler) ,  perhaps

ilei food more cilrectly fron nature through hunting, f ishing
'.nC. 5athering, engage jn some physical work, ete. 'r/hen sayjng

'no cf for t  is  sparedf n w€, t ry to indicate that  th is forrn cf  vacat ion
' js not necessar i ly ,  when : ieen in i ts entt . rety,  a low-consumptlon,
low-energy form. ' lhus,  crnsid"erable energy 1s somet imes used.
(e.9.  in the u,se of  charter f l ights)  in order to take people to
the cibject  of  a s iml ler  i i fe.  But th is may also be seen as a resul t
oJ 'c l : 's to i t ions tha.t  have taken place in our soclet ies,  a:rd not as
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a necessary mechanism - just  as is the fact  that  many paople

seek not low- but -hlgh-consumption l i fe dur i -ng their  vacat ions,  a:rd
:i. lve money d.uring the rest of the year for that purpose. v

Without necessar i ly  ideal iz ing peopler s vacat lon behavior
let  us now try to see what people seem to be af ter  dur ing that
mont i r  or  so of  the year.  One thing is absolutely c lear:  they want
ex:ictly e.n alternat_i-ve fi& styI.e, and the sinple hypothesis might

be put forvrard. that those who enjoy (or suffer fron) high consump-

t ion dur ing their  ordi-nar1,r  l i fe seek low-consumption l i fe sty les

Curing vacat ion,  and. v ice versa. To the extent that  t i r is  is  t rue

one rnight take a 1ead. from that point and suggest that the good

society would be precisely the society that  could of fer  a number

of di f ferent l i fe sty les,  not  only one l i fe sty le di f ferent f rour
the high-consumption, high-energy one dominat ing the industr ia l ized
world today. That idea wi l l  be developed later,  suf f ice 1t  here

only to point out the follovring: whether people go in for one form

cr the other d.ur ing their  vacat ion they seem to t ry to orgamize

themselves so that certain inmalerial. needs are satisfied, l lhat

a.re these immater ia l  need.s?

One sh.ort  . l - is t  rn ight look l ike th is:  togetherress,  f r iend-

ship,  love, sex;  f ree t ime, i .e.  unprogramed t imel exper ience,
new chal lenges, new inputs;  some opportuni ty for  creat iv i ty,

rvor lc rather than job;  sel f - real izat ion,  sel f -actuat ion,  sel f -
fu l - f i lment l  r*el l -being, happinessp a sense of  the meaning of
1i fe,  of  exi .stence.

I t  is  unnecessary to go into def in l t ron or any phi losophical

cii lscussio:i of -rhese terms they can" be taken just at their surface
me:irl 'nc' ' irr . sirn!]e, unanalysed. W&y, Since that is the way pecpi-e
in c"r ,norn- l  +rke then. Nor 1s i t  necessary to go intO a.ny detai l

as tc how moden, r ich,  :ndustr ia l  society has a tendency to
cou.n-;eract  many of  these needs, perhaps al l  of  them. One point

shou-,  C be made, hoir 'ever:  the assumption is that  th is is what
neor le seelr  d.ur ing rracat ion,  not necessar i ly  what they get.
. lass tour ism, for  instancer i laV of fer  mi l ly  opportuni t ies for

togethemess, brut  t i rne wj . i - l  tend to be progrpmmed, wi th 1i t t le

scope for crea.t iv i ty,  not  many of  oners own abi l i t ies have pene-

trated into our le isure t - ime,

But the positive approach to tire problen of alternati-ve

I  i fe sty les is not s impl; , '  a quest ion of  asking what the sty le of
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1:. fe is that : l ives a hich 1evel  of  sat isfact ion of  lmmater ia l  needs.

,nrno*hirrrr  r l  ss happenS to the apprOach to rnater la l  needSl not that- -{ r r t )

t i re neer ls disappear but their  mode of  sat isfact lon changes. As

nent ioned ear l ier :  in some vacat ion pattern there is a search for

nore ," :enui i r"e foods, i f  posslble for  food that is unmediated by

inr lu. : t r ja l  food processinq. Clothing becomes more informal,  of ten

nore nersonal  ized- anr l  th is type of  c lothing has already to some

extert  penetrated dai ly l i fe.  lhe sty le of  housing changes: i t  is

.nterest ing to note that  people when they are on hol iday of ten seem

tc l : ,ve more closely together,  to the point  that  there is more

:r i r l /s icai  ccntr .ct ,  more immediate awareness of  other peoplers bodi ly

r : ;< j .stence. r \ : , -  to heal th.  there j -s the idea of  seeking heal th

l . i rect l ; ' ,  t : , rou5h nature,  through a heal thy l i fe.  And the same

vritr erlu,catlor p although this factor is subdued t irrougn mass

;orrr ism ar-r i l  ccr ta. in values associated l , r i th vacat ion (dontt  br lng

: . iour rvork wj- t : ' ' roul) ,  one can sa11 that manJr people in fact  get

,1 very substar: t ia l .  edueat. ional  st inrulus Cur ing vaeat ion,  of ten in

a non-forml. ' .1 way without hrowing it .>

i{hat :, ,-rout transportation and" communication? While not

ten;, ' ing t r ,e t remendous inaortance of  motor ized vacat ion,  i t  is

al ;o c lear-  t , i ,at  t i .e vacat ion is the per iod when people t regressr

f  n rnr l r rA t  nz ' i  m j  t ivet  ways of  moving arOund.:  h ik ing,  cycl ing,  r id ing,v- t" '

canoeing, etc.  A,qain the point  is  the same: the motor ized, mod"erni-

zed part  is  of ten e way of  get t ing peopie to the place wnere a

sim2J. er f  . i .  ie car l  be en j  oyed .  ] ioreover,  i t  is  pro cabl ; r  a pei ' ; -od

wnen people enqage much more j .n conversat ion.

In othez'  vrords:  t i r : ' :  is  the oer iod in whic i r  mater ia l  needs

are sgtisf 'reld. in a diffelent-way. ofteg a simpleruvay. amd where

more scope is given :Fo t4e immaterlal. i ' I i th al l  the provisos

nent ioned above we permi. t  ourselves to take this as an indicat ion

of tvro th j .ngs:  not only that  many people want an al ternat ive l i fe

r t ;1e,  anr l  are rv i l l inp;  to sacr i f ice qui te a lot  in order to get i t ,

but  a l -so that the al terna.t ive l i fe sty le,  dt  least  for  nery many

' , r rnn' lF rrAAma to be 1oca,tec1 in the general  d i rect ion of  s impl ic l ty.

-  f  i1;  cou- ' -d be demonstrated that everybody dur ing thelr  vacat ion

r ' : - r l . l , ' t r ied tc get more of  r ' rhat  they get anyhow i .n orcl inary l i fe,

' . r : rer l  th is, , ! '6uld be a t remendcus af f i rmat lon.  of  ordinary l i fe and,

I ea..-e 1j t ;1 o J coi e f o: '  i r i :--r '  c chan qe .
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l ience, w€ can der ive sorcopt imism frorq peopl^ers vacat ion

bel',ar, ' ior: the rnany and obvious deviations from the pattern we

r ' ,ave indicated may to a l -arge extent be seen as penetrart ion or
sr. i i r  l - -over f rom industr ia l lzed society into the le isure sector,
romet imes even as a del iberate f ight  against  a l - ternat ive sty les.

- i l ternatlve trr iJe Stl 'r les: a s}:et_gh

}-n6' 'ene: ia1,  then, oun rnodeL of  lov. 'er-consumption al- ternat ive

i i ' i r , :  s; ty i -e for  r : ich countr ies would take as e point  of  departure

, , i .  c l : : l -ect ; rc 'cetwe:en working t ime a:rc l .c isure t ime, rregular - l i fer
ar ' , r t  ' - racat i  on - l  i  fer  as : inr i j  cated above -  a.- l ' , " . /a] .1/s temrered by the

r- :1re recessl t r ' ( for  the four resons ment ionec) of  a social  n in imum

i- 'o: '  Third ' ' lor : , ld scciet i .es at  the lovier ievel  of  mater: ia l  consr: .mpt lon

?rLc1, enerEl '  r ' :nsurnpt ion.  And a general  model- ,  fornulateC in one

:entence, rvorr- i i  nct  be to artp.e jn favor of  one af  ternat ive sty le

to the nresent one, but of  a l tnerrrat ive sty les wi th in the same

counir '_v.  (?eneral  ly  sneaking: hor,v could the r ;osi t ive el-ements cf

t t ie vaceLt icn st1r le ment ioneC above expan'1.  f rom, let  us s&y, 10 per cent

,r f  ou.r  annua. l  cycle toda.J ' to ?),  71 or 50 per cent,  perhaps to

c6 cr:75 per cent? l ihat  k inrL of  mix cou- lC rve imagine in our socie-

1, ,  es : .et ' . . reen r , , l r - -at  vre have tod'r .y and a.nother sty le,  making r t  possible,

even . : ) . i .srr ,  for  neople to osci l late between the two?

' i 'he rnr i r , , /€T to th is is c lear ly not to ec on hol . iCay for hr l  . t '

c f  t t , r  year cr-bhree-quarters of  t l re year -  fcr  the vacat ion as we

kno,,v i . t  toda.y l -s i tsel f  a nroduet of  the society in which tue f i r .e

rnc i ras certain r  j  ehl : . / -  a i" t ; i f ic ia l  character ist i  cs,  sone of  them

i ient ioned" above. Rather,  the poini  would be to let  some of  the

jrosi . t ive c i raracter ist ics nenetrate our exi-stence more profound, ly.

i ) l - Ie ! r 'ay of  aanz'oaching that prcblem would be to ask how product ion

n.nd cons' . rmDtion for mater i  a. l  need.s could take place in such a way

;nat i .mnater i .a l  needs wouid be much better sat isf ieC.

Let us t ry t ,o say something about th is,  taking the mater ia l
noad.:  

^r ' r^  
l - r ,  

^r^ 
rT1^a nnraTg] tenOf Of theSe femafkS Ceftainlyj lsUUi--  LrLI i . . -  L,y U:rE. L; l r l  fJ , - jJ l r

goes in lhe Cirect icn of  a.  lower l -evel  of  mater ia l  consumption,

in other ' , ' ,orc ls the lor , . rer ' leve- l .  of  what toCay r-s def ined as stanclarcl

of  I  iv in i : ,  lut  cnl-y in so far  : r .s th is leads to a higher leve1 of

sat  j -s l 'act- i  o: i ,  cf  happiness, of  meaningfulness, I t  is  fur ther

a.sr ;umed t i iat  work couid rnore del- ibe: :ately be organized into sectors:

one that rs hjehly capi te i l -  and researcir- intensj-ve,  even autome"ter l r

in other t . 'orr is wi th ve: : ) '  : : iqh product iv i ty,  and another secior,
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vrhich r^rould be dominant J-n many regard"s, that would be more

laibor- intensive.  In general ,  formal,  regulated work woulc l

occupy fewer hours than i t  does tod"ay and give more t ime for

informal work of  a more l -abor- intensive character,  to some

extent re-creat ing craf ts,  local  product ion,  smal l  economie

cycles,  etc.  This can best be d. iscussed by looklng at  the

natcr ia l .  neeci . ;  one by one. But the general  logic is c lear;

rather than a high-produ.ct iv i ty society supported by sone

noekets of  1ow product iv i ty (e.g.  the fami ly,  the vacat ion

oatterns ment loned"),  i t  woul-d be a 1ow-product iv i ty society

suoported by a high-procluct iv i ty sector.  The general  thrust

would be towards 1ow-cor i . : ;umpt i .on,  1ow-energy societ ies by

strengthening such sectors of  society.  An immediate impl i -

cat ion is reduced product ion and consumption for non-basic

mater ia l  needs. But the basic mater ia l  needs are st j . l1 there,

and the ouest ion is how they can be sat isf ied in a way that

at  the same t ime can sat isfy immater ia l  neeCs.

Food. Tnere is scope for highly intensive agr icul ture and

industr ia l  food product ion,  but there is also scope for more

home product ion.  Thus, why couldnrt  apartment houses have

good col lect ive ovens for baking bread just  as tod.ay many of

then have col l -ect ive faci l i t ies for  laundry? Then there is

the general mcvement tovrards some way of growj.ng food even in

oners own ana:: ' tement,  using al l  k lnds of  devi-ces to grow 1t"

Tr: ' ie is an indlv idual ized, distorted pattern -  much better

vroulC be some way in which the c i t ies could grow their  own

fooc not on e.  fami ly-by-farni ly basis,  but  for  j -nstance on a

block-by-block basis.  l t ieed. less to s&Xr th is woul-d then have

to be iaken into considerat ion by archi tects f rom the very

beginning. New research into forms of  three-dimenslonal  agr i -

cul ture would.  be needed, possibly putt ing to use the high-r ise

a.rartment bui ld ings in cur c i ty by having food-producing plants
1n

Arowin, :  up the wal1so suoported by the strrrctur€.  ' -

Clo_thing The basic point  here seems to be to nake clothes 1ast,

c lot ; . 'es wi th wh- ich one cr:1n ident:- fy more so that people 11teraI ly

speai<ing are nore surrou.ndect by th ings they 1ove. Again the

sa,rn€'  point  comes up: why shouldnf t  b ig apartnent complexes have

col . i  ect ive rooms with equipment 1nstal led for  making clothing,

not iuet  col lect ive rooms for washing ready-made clothes?

Eut there is also scope for cont inuat ion of  the present dominant
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pattern -  the whole idea of  our argument i .s not to abol- ish

such a pattern,  but  s lmply to rol-1 i t  back,  to some extent,

by leaving room for al ternat lve ways and means of  prod.uct ion

ano consum'ot iorr .1 1

I{ousing. One basic point  for  housing seems to be to rnake

::ouses that do not reproduce the dlv ls ion of  labor of  our socie-

t ies,  minored in the div is ion of  space of  our c i i ies wi th one
part  for  work,  one part  for  l iv ing" Thls d" ist inct ion should

immediately inake us susplc i -ous, for  there is no sharp l ine be-

tween work and l i fe:  to work is to l i - r 'e,  and to l ive is to work

to a large extent - which means that houses j-n general and

apar-bments in particular shoulti. be mad"e in such a way that nucii.

more work can take place inside them. Todayrs s i tuat ion makes

a car icature of  homes in the r ich countr ies:  they are ueed for

sleer ingr euick hurr ied eat ing in the morning, then are lef t

empty for  a considerabl-e part  of  the day, and are made use of

during the late afternoon and the evening only. It would take

no great imaginat j -on to envisage a much better use of  housing

whereby people to a large extent could take their  work home and

depend on communicat ion and transportat ion for  messages, supply

of  parts,  d ispatch of  read.y-rnad.e products,  etc.  In other words,

one could imagine a system in which transportation and cornmrrni-

cation would be automated, highly effective and at the sane time

oeople would to a much larger extent be perrni t ted to work in

the. i r  homes, together wi th the people tney l ike to be together

with,  and when they ] ike.  Again,  i t  should be emphasized that

this 1s only seen as a eonplementary pattern,  not  as the al terna-

t  ive pattern to the present }1fe sty le based on eommuting between

work and home. The idea would simply be to move things and"

informat ion rather than people.

Apartments have probably come to stay, but facil i t ies for

food-maklng coul-d be more col lect ive,  there could be ca:r teens

in apartment hoi ;ses,  l ibrar ies and study roomsn iD addi t ion to

the var ious - faci l i t ies alread.y ment ioned and, of  course, k inder-
qartens" The coi- l .ect ive unl t  l rv ing in an apartment wi l l  probably

rl.ecreasingly be tre family and increasingly sone other group,

Iike the communes that have been developing reeently in several-

western countr ier , ;  (and Japan),  In sum, i t  is  the re-creat ion

at t re le ieal  level- ,  but  vr i th in the modern ci ty set t ing,  of  nany

of the patterns we norma1.1y would assoeiate ur i th v i l lage cul tures,
yet rlramatj-cal1y different fr,:ur vil lages because it would. sti l l
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of fer  the vast var iety,  even the anonyui ty of  c i ty 1i fe.12

I ieal th.  Tnere should be nmch more emphasis on heal thy l i fe,
nuch less on highly capital- ancl research-intensive health
services,  in order to repair  the damages brought upon us by
our present 11fe sty le.  But 'again the argument would be the

Chinese rwalk ing on two legsr:  rnaintairr ing and further deve]-
onlng mod.ern medicine, &t the same t ime br inging in t radi t ional
medicine, increased capaci ty for  sel f -heal ing,  more responsi :
b i l i ty  for  others,  more abi l i ty  to comfort ,  sutrport  and l ive
with the deseased. ared desabled, the s ick and the old and. the
cr ippled. Agai-n th is ca1ls for  new archi tecture,  integrat ing
al l  those in our society def ined as 'deviantst  and put into
correspondlng inst i tut ions.  No doubt there is very much to
l .earn f rom the Chinese in th is f ie l -d. . lJ

l:*clucation" One would i-magine a d.e-emphasis on schooling and
a re-emphasis on educat lon,  for  instance the creat ion in al l
neighborhood"s of  reducat ional  cafeter i?st  .  Tbey would be
inst i tut ions that look very mrrch l ike caf6s,  b istros,  Bier-
$uben -  but  the rwai tersr  would be the educat ional  faci l l tors
ard in the !k i tchenr they would have'  books, lear.ning mater ia l

of  var ious k ind.s,  and people who can put them together so as
to provi-de a team si t t ing around a table wi th a good ei lucat lonal
rmealr  for  t i re evenJ"ng. Publ ic l lbrar ies were or ig inal ly in-
tended" to ha.ve ihis funetion but have somehow become much too

simi lar  to museums, for  which reason the Blerstuben nod.el  just

ment ioned might be better. l4

But the fundamental- point would be to break dordn waIls
between work and school  by permi. t t ing chl ldren and adolescents
to have serious work tasks from the very beginning. Yery much
of th ls could be d"one at  the local  1evel  as soon as the neighbor-
hood is able to reoor.quer the r ight  to produce food and clothes
and to design 1ts own housing: chi ldren and" ad.olescents would
sinply part lc ipate 1n al . l  th is.  Discussions as to how i t  should
best be done would probably be the best educat ive exper ience
that could be inagined. r t  wou. ld be concrete and at  the same
time cal-l for the general, abstract }r:owledge that grows out
of  real-  problems.

@rntransportat1onthegenera1ideawou1d.beto
d"e-emphasize private travel by motor-car, and to put mmch more
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enphasis on col l -ect ive t ransportat ion a.nd, such vehic les as

bicycles.  iv . lotor-cars should be banned in c i i les and used. for

i -ong-ci istance lnter-c i ty t raf f ic  only l  col lect j -ve t ranspor-

ta"t ion vr i th in c l t ies should be mad.e f ree "  At  the same t ime

bicycles should be improvedr €.8.  by making cycl ing less lonely

( t t ie Viet-Namese have shown how bicycles can be coupled together

very easi l ; r ) ,  by r levis ing good protect ion against  ra in and bad

v. 'eather i .n general ,  and by having some kinci  of  b icycle l i f t

(s imi lar  to a.  ski  l i f t )  for  grad. ients that  are too steep for

peonle to c;rc le up without ass- istance. (Such blcycle l i f ts

srould not cost  much in terms of  energy.  )

I ' leeCless to s&y, in doing al l  thrs one would not only

l ive a much more heal thy 11fe,  one would also open ci t les up

to 
' |ecome 

vrhat they should be: giant rnarket-places of  i t leas,

piaces vrhere people rneet,  where toqetherness is cul t ivated,

where aesthet lc values can be enjoyer l ,  where rrol i t ics cart  be

exercised.,  somethine l ike the old c i ty-states" A r ,valk in

Dubrorrnik is al l  that  is  need.ed to understand. the sense of

physical  anC spir i tual  wel l -b" i?F that car i  be der ived from

cit i .es organized. in such a way . '  '

Comr,urnicat ion.  Communlcat ion is ei ther based on electromaAnet ic

waves, a: id not so energy-consuming, or on pr int ing,  and in that

case highly p?.per-consumj.ng. I f  ef fect ive waysof recycl ing paper

can be fc: ino,  or  some sucst i t r . r te for  pa. ler ,  bher:e - ts no reason

to i  ssume t l iat  con'rorunicat ion could not Lrasicai ly cont inue the

V/a-\r i t  is exeept for one factor: the r ' 'crm is rnuch too asynn-

metr ic today. Radio,  ar l r l  even more tel .evis i r :n,  has a highly

f euc ai s tru ctr;re r emanat i  ng f ' : :om one po i nt ,  f  ragmenting the

viev,rers l , ' i ' lo  s i t  isc latecl  one from t i re other in f ront  of  their

?i ; '  s i : ts,  mi: .k ' i .ng 1t  i : j rh l l '  pciss.bl .e for  en 6l i te to manipulate

the masses. j - rorms of  communicat ion should be evaluated accord. ing

to tnej . r  strueture,  a i id new forrns shculd be developed that woul .d

re: :n:- t  more part ic- ipat ion and two-way communicat ion,  Cable

televis ion at  t l ' ie ne:gh'oorhoor l  ievel  is  a good example here,

eal- l - in prorzrams also nal ie tne proce: is lnore symmetr- lc,  but  no

doubt the fu.ture coul-C tr ing nany innovations that are structu-

ral ly nore sat isfactory - i i '  researched were focused in t i r is

c l j rect ion.  The sa.ne a: .pp1ies to p-rrnt ing:  r . t  ought 'co be much

easier to nake nev/sDapers,  journal-s.  magaz- ines and books by

ir lea^r ls of  chea'n pr lnt ing methods. Access to photocopying d.ev. j -ces
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a-nd mimeoqra-phing devlces should be g5uaranteed to everybody,

and a. t  a very low pr ice.

One cannot conclude thjs type of  d iscussion vr i thout some
worcls about energy.  Behjnd everything ment ioned above is the
neeo for energy -  part ly for  prod,u"ct ion,  part ly for  t ransporta-

t ior , , fcommunicat ion -  and the way the energy problem is at tacked
' jn r . , ' i :at  has been said above is evident ly a1"ong three l ines,

f i rst ,  there is the idea of  product ion wl th less use of
ercrsy.  a) f  cout 'se,  when product ion becomes more labor- intensive

more numan belngs need, more energy input, a more calorie-rich
r i j .et ,  br ; , t  th is ad.ded energy input would be of lconsiderably lower
or i jer  of  nagni tud.e than what 1s needed. for  h ighly caoi ta l -  and
res earch- intensive product ion.

iJeconr l ,  there is the ida of  less ener€{y for  t ransportat ion/
comnunicat: ' -on.  The basic pattern here would" be that of  moving

r:eople less,  making ci t ies in part icular and societ ies in general

in rruch a way that people can d.o more of  their  work at  home.
Ihe assumntion 1s that i t  is  less cost ly energy-vr ise to move
i-nformation and some things than to move nonn1 p ar, d by and J-arge
th- i  s shouir l  be correct .

Third,  there is the idea of  a. l ternat ive ener€iy sources.
i lurnan mnscle nower is introduced in cycl ing,  and one would add
a, gr ic l  consist ing of  energy based on non-depletable sources:
wind.,  t idal  cnd other wal 'esr B€cthernal  gradients,  sun, waste

from organic product ion and consumption. Taken indlv lduatr- ly

these Co not of fer  solut ions,  combined they go far toward"s
solv ing enere:)r  problems. But once more the idea would not be

to rule out what today a-re convent ional  forms of  energy,  but to

ro]1 thern somewhat back, to put cei l lngs on their  ut l l izat j -ons
and to create a much more f lexible,  d iversi f ied energ"y pattern

which woul-d also be much less vulnerable in t i -mes of  cr ls is.

In th is connect ior :  there is also a structural  problem:

energy should be produce in such a way that Centre/Periphery gra-

i l ients d.o not ar ise too easi ly.  Tdeal ly energ"y should be created
ir i rere i t  1s consumed; i i  shoulc l  not  be created 1n one central
rla.ce in the country o:: t i ie region and then distributed through
ccmp,Lica. ted l ines of  t ransmission. fhusrwindmil ls const i tute
re)-at ively ideal  forrns,  rs " ls wave-energy and t ldal-energy-based
enerry l rccluct ion - in countr j ,es wi th very long coast l ines and a
riar"roU hinterland. - arC as are vraterfalis in countries with very
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marty of  themn but not in cou.ntr ies wi th very fevr waterfal ls,

:: ,rt i f  iclal or natural " But once aga.in, 'bhis cannot be taken

too far and there j .s scope for both forms. But the present

systcm is far too central" ized. and among other things makes

for societ ies 1n which people increasing-Ly become depend.ent

and rc l ientel ized I  .

1. Conclusion

Is i t  reasonable to assume that a s iociety along the l ines

r^/e i-ave sketched above l^rould neei our requirenents better than

vrhat we i raye at  present '? This quest ion has; bo be dj-scussed in
arr  inter. ' lat . ional ,  a nat: 'onal  and a huima-rr  r :ontext"

lnternat ional ly the assumption is,  more or less,  that  in
some yea"rs raw mater ia ls in general  ,  anc.  etrergy in part icular,

may no longer be fortheoming fron the Thlri i  ' , /or.Id cor:ntries.
There rnay also be a s imi lar  movement wi ih i r i  the . industr ia l ized
countr i .es:  t l ,at  the Per iphery ( t t re 'd istr ict ' )  in these eountr les
rui11 be increasingly hesi tant  when i t  comes to giv ing away these
pr:ecious proiucts,  and vr1l l  increasingly insist  or .  processing

then:,  aJrC consumlng the produets,  themselves. Rich countr ies
anC r ich distr iets wi l l  then have to fa l l -  back upon their  own
resources, and. i t  is  assumed. that  these w111 be suff ic ient  pro-

v: ldcd consumptlon need.s are better ta i l -orer l  - lo t l :ese suppl ies.
i i ince this s i tuat ion is l ikely ta ar. ls* suoner r i ; f l : .er  than later,

al ter :nat j  ve l - i f  e i i ty les d.o not const i tute a.  p i r r - l  o-copir ical  solut ion
to an abstraci  problem, but a way out of  a pol i t ical  s l tuat ion
that othervr ise may take the forrn of  an extremeiy c langerous cr is ls,
creg'nant wi th the possibi l i ty  of  a wor ld ware direct  and indirect
j,ntervension in ith"ird l, ' ior:ld coutrtries ano. represslon in rich
countr j -es 'bo suppress mc,vr:ments sympathetrc to the Third World.

I t  is  assumeC that th is is the context  rvhic i r  the r i .ch
nat icn state wi l l  f ind i^ tsel  f  in,  and that th is wi l l  br ing about
a need for increased sel f - re l iance in-bernal ly and alsc for  in-

aeased cooperat iun between r ich , :or-rntr i .es that  are c lose together
. leogla.ohical ly,  l ro l , : .  i i r :a iL)- .  ;nd cul t r r ra l ly,  e.  g.  such groupings
as blre l ;ordic cour: t r ice ,  the iJuronean comm'r. in i ty countr ies,  the
iJast  duropean soeial ist  countr ies and" the Mediterranean countr ies.
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Paral le]  to a decrease in so-cal1ed I ' ior th-South t rade we would

therefore envisage an increase jx t ior th-North t racle (and,of  course,
an increase in south-south t rade, but that  is  not the topic of
th i -s paper)  ,  at  least  wl th in the reg- ions and subregions "

This pol i t ics of  increased regional  ana nat ional  sel f - re l iance
1n the r ich rnror ld wi l l  have to be coupled. wi t l i  the pol i t ics of
] -oca]-  sel f - re i iance in that  wor l -d,  at  the subnat:onal  leyel .
General l ; i  th is wi l l  go together wi th increased r : ia l i ; ional ismt of
a local- ci laracter, a phenornenon that has already been observed
in t le r ich wor ld for  a long t ime, Thusr wB woulr l  gerrerai ly

or:ecl ict  an escalat ing tendency for tminor i t iest ,  ethnical ly or
tel r i tor ia l ly  def ined (or usual ly both) to assert  themselves a:rd
t 'a cr : r r .n1e their  demands for increased pol i t ical  autohomSr to a
Local-  sel f - re l iance that wi l l  have^bo be based on an al ternat ive
l i fe l ty le of  the type ment j .oned. r t  is  f l rom such groups rather
than from the Centre that  in i t iat ives for  chamge are l ikely to

4/ 'tn
cone. ' -

l jut  what about the human aspects,  part icular ly the t imma-

ter i ,a l  need.st ' l

In genei 'a1 "tt  can be argued that they stand a better charrce
of being real . lzed in the type of  society out l ined above than in
present-o.ay western industr ia l  society,  at  least  f  or  the most part .

' Iake for instance t togetherness !  .  The ar.g. lment abor, 'e is
ihat  d iv ls ior  of  soace the vray i , re have p: :a.r : t - r -sed i t ,  betv, leen to, im
rrnc. count:ryside, between wo::)t ing and l- irr j .r iq ins:-r le to,,. ,ryts, keeps
neonle alart  and seqrnent: ;  them i-nter:na1l ; r  sc ihe-t  i t  becomes
inno' ;s ib le to gain control  over onef s odf l  exlstence and" r :o be
toiether wi th other peopi  e e: :cel t  j .n a very i imi ted sett ing.
The vis. ion Aiven of  workjnq anr l  l1rr in, . :  more c]_ose1-y together
i r : ' : ; ide c i t . les is aimed" precisely in th is directrcn.

Take rcreat iv i ty ' .  By rnaking product ion more labor* intensive
; lnci ,  more imnortant,  less standardlzed.,  ths;  secl-re for  cru.at iv i ty
can -ce regained. what is beir ig said is essent ia l -1y th is:  take
al l  the enerqlr  that  necple use for hobbies 1n order to have an
out let  for  creat ive -1mpu. i  ses in an industr ia l  society and put i t
to more procuct ive uses, let t ing creat iv i ty serve a more def in l te
Durp3Se, vr i thout in a.ny sense disparaging non- instnrmental  crea-
t lve work,

fake the need forrnew exper iencet.  Tn a society of  the
type lnd. icated vrork would be less rout j "n ized; no day would have
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to look precisely l ike yesterdayl  th.ere rvoul-d be elements of

surpr lse and nossibi l i t ies for  creat ing separate,  indiv id"ual ized"
" l  i  fe qtrr l  pq 

^r  special-  sty les for  the col l -ect iv i ty one belongs
to.  A condi t ion for  th is,  however,  is  that  basic control  over

the condi t ions of  oners own exlstence is f i r ra a. : rd.  local .  which

mear"s some contract ion of  the ecorom-i .c cycles.

Take the need for rsel f -actuat ionf :  no d"oubt tn is type of

society can nrake use of namy more huma:r faculties, particularly

i f  one does not let  the pendulum swing ent i re ly to t i ie other

extreme in an ef fcr t  tot turn back to naturet ,  to re-create some

type of  v i l lage and ci ty-state existence l -ef t  behind by history.
i iucir efforts are vai.n., but efforts to integrate the two types
of existence, high consunpt ion wl th 1o' , r r  consumpt:" .on,  h igh energy

with low energy, are mucir more challenglng and offer much more

var i  ety.

Take r i rappinessr.  fs i t  reasonable to assume that th is

type of  society wi l l  of fer  broader scope for happiness? Not
necessar i ly  in a f1at ,  t r iv ia l  sense of  that  word. ,  i r  the sense
of constant euphor ia,  but  in the broader sense of  chal lenges,

of  possrbir i ty to real ize onets o 'v ' , r ' r  potent ia l  in sol idar i ty v l i th

others and indeed in sol icLar i ty iv i th future generat lons,  of  being,
not of  onl . . r  navi : rg.  In th is sense the possibi l i t tes should be
verJ/  r ich :nd.eed.

And in ihat  would also l ie the 1ce1' ,  or  one of  the keys,
*n * i^o ^,rae*i . rn of  rmea.n_jnc' f i ; l  I  i  fer  in general  -  A.r td indiViOUal_Yquuurvlr  ruvi4rf  r r i -J.4r r r tv { f_ i )vrru!aJ,  u, f r .g

l i fe - ln oart j .cular:  a process of  in:rer human enr ichment,  where
such. bhinsrs as lnsi ; iht ,  ;oy and happiness are meaningless unless
one also contr ibu'ues to t l :e insight,  joy and happiness of  otners.

l i 'ould people j .n the r lch countr ies l ike a l i fe of  th is type:17
I'1a.ybe it is a bit l ikb asking the alchoholj.c whether he would

orefer a l i fe wi thout al-chohol ,  or  the drug ad.dict  a drugfree
exi .stence. T'he v js ion of  an al ternat ive exlstence has to be strong

and r ighly posi t jve,  Aq{ the supply of  t i r .e intoxlcat ing substances
:ras to be reduceci . ,  perhaps doum ro zero,  for  a c lear af f i rmat ive
ansr l 'er ,  backer i  up r , . ' i t ,h act ion,  to be forthcoming"

Ancl  t l iat  is  more or less our s i tuat i ,on,  addicted as we are
fn m', iar i11 .cod,s" I t  is  only the combj.nat ion of  l . i rn i ted supply
'mci r '. strong pcs:'-t ive vision th.at may make us change our ways.
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llhe foruer condition wil l probably be taken care of 1n the

future by the peripherles we have dominated so successfully

in the past. For the latter - for the idea that an alternative
l i fe sty le could be a better l i fe,  not  an emergency solut ion
that as in war is abolisheci once the vrar is over - we ourselves
have to be responsible.
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T: : is  paper v las prepared for the 1975 Da6q Hammarskjdld Project .
I  am i .ndebted to A.nders ' ; i i ra.k of  the Chair  in Oonf l ic t  and
j 'eace I lesearch, Universi ty of  0s1on for very useful  comrnents,
a: vrell as to part.lclpants at the annual meeting of the \, iorld
r ,bture Studies f 'ederat ion,  tser l in,  30-11 May 1 975 ,

Conseeuent ly,  stud. ies l . ike The l in l ts tq*Growth, pernaps also
J5_*gp.1!ar, tfre former cri owth, the
lat ter  of  capi ta l ism, should not be seen as cr i t lcal  of
western c lv l l izat ion.  Rather,  they are an integral  par i  of
t ' ;at  c jv i l iz ,at ion,  supply ing cr is is awareness that wi l l
sLimulate achievement and counteract  any s l -uggishress.  Thus,
:- i ,  is  very possible that  both books have served as forewarnings
f ' r r  a capi ta l ism gone stal-e,  and nave increased the general
level  of  inven' t iveness.

ul  course, the s inple al ternat ive is not to ar:oly the Kant ian
nonn but to maintain an extremely asymmetr ic distr ibut ion of
tlre fru-its of the non-human environment bv d"irect anci i.nd.irect
(  i t ractural  )  r , ' io lence.

r )csehool inq Societv
#

(1971) anr l  i ' iedical  Nemes js (191r)

,x: ld th is is the point  where overdevelonment m&;,r  
. i ru 

said to
sct  i : - ,  :  the rneans aval lable for  the sat isfact ion of  numan
neecls ar ie too abrrndant,  to the poini  of  being cou:r terproduct ive.

? ' r i ls ,  pr iv i lege in l lastern , lurope, includ" ing ( indeed) t i te
U," ' ' l -1,  does not necessa.r i ly  lmply avai labi l i ty  of  other goocs,
b ' , : t  eas:-er aceess to then (and of ten also to them of higher\
r t ' r -  l  f  aa7 l

t i ' r :  the l , 'ou.r:tg Clanci:t j  t i ,- is , , ' ras alL important point: he ivas
c; ; r i r r inced that tne 3r i  b is l i  c ler i .ved much of  their  streng'bh
i ' rorn 

.beinc 
meat-eaters.  ; ' le i -ater on found for hinsel f  a

f  r r rn cf  f igbt ing amd col lect ive sel f -assert ion highly com-
n. i t :b le wi th a str ict  veqeta.r jan:  d iet  (sat ; r 'agraY.e-) ,

i . re general  thesis is,  possibly,  that  people seek somethin: ;
cr  j " f f 'erent dur ing thej , r  vacat j .on t ime. Consequent ly vacai ion
should not be seen a.s an isolated patteru,  but  a lways as
d -alectLca- i l -y rel-ated to regi . r lar  l - r fe,  and more part icular l ; r
a i  a comrensat ion for :  t i re monotony of  a l ienat lng rvork.

r-  net  so nr.ny interer, ' t ing neoplet  -  of  course, there are
al-so : .n 'cer:est i .n,1 peor) ' i  e around in ordinary l i fe,  but  t i : 'ere
are ba.miers arrainet oren conversat. ion.  In a camping place,
o'^ shrr ' i ' ro t ' l ' rg ' iame T-bar in the most orr i ina.rv ski  Tgcn' tur-r .Lr  4rra L \ /e* r  vvv!  v t

clnversat icn i r . '  nrore easlr  and open for insights,  €.9.  into
other l i fe strrr les,  hor.  l i fe looks seen from other angels in
c rmest ic and gl-oi^r  1 ' l  sc c i  ety,  etc.

Q
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1 ' | ) .  i lonta. jners wl th many holes,  f i l led wi th soi l ,  a lso make
-, 'or  three-dimensional  agr icul ture(e.S, for  tomatoes),  wi th
.1;ne nla.nts gror'r ing out of holes (water can be suppli  ed from
i i te ton )  .

11.  'nd th ls is not merel i r  because t i re dominant pattern is
iarr l  to rol l  baclc conpletely,  but  a lso because i t  has

'rosi t ive features,  l 'hus,  i t  probably gives better protect ion
:t.4a.inst nature and maJlr serve to even out some of the as)'ut-
l ; retr ies of  economic geogra.phy (by moving factors and proclucts
,rround ) .

1-- .  rn t i re ot) :er  hand, t i .at  anonymity may also serve as a
' r rotect j -on in some oer j .ods of  l i fe,  g iv ing an orportunl ty
for some vrithdrawal. l lhat 1s harmful is to have-no choi-ce
lut to be condemned to city anonl. 'n-i . ty. For some refleci ior:
,)n this ano similar themes relating to the human habitat,
iee iohan Galtung, ; i :uman , ,et t lemer: ts:  A Theor l r ,  Some Stra. te.qie: :
ierd Some i ' roposalsr ,  paper prepared for the Ul i  Habi tat  Confe-
rence Ln i "ubrorrnik, '?b/23 l . Iay 1975 and for the Dag Hamnarskjdld-
i ' ro j  ect .

i3.  But the Cninese seem to harre a sense of  inclusive col leet iv ism
that makes them all  feel nembers of the same giant conmunity
- a theme verl/  t l i f ferent frnm western indivldualism and
separat ion of  human beings lnto groups of  var ious k ind.s.
,jee Johan Galtung anci tr\rmiko Nishimura, I]erarning Frorn the
. lh inese PSppfe.  ( In rress).

1+. . - lee Jo.ha:r  Cal tu: :g,  "  chool : .ng and F.r ture Society",
1975, PP. 53t-67,

;choo1 rev" iev",

4r
t) t {s a personal  observat ion:  in the ma. in street of  .Dubro'"rr ik

ny own l i t t le boy roes wi ld of  enthusj-asm, runs around ani
bumps into people,  er ; 'oyine the f reedom to move combined
'r i t r -"  the v is lb: l i t ] ' , - . ' . f  so m?ny things in a c i ty bui l t  for
oeople,  not  for  motor:-cars (only air  occasional  ambulance).

[ ;ne tvniea, l  recent example is the Scott ish c la im on of fshore
ci l  and. the iondon i r lea that r i t  belongs to the vrhole countryf  .
.Lt  shoulr l  be noted that what Scot land. waJi ts to use tne oi1
for 1s not necessar: ' -1y an al ter t rat ive l j . fe sty1e, however,
but a better bas j -s for  h ig i ] -consumption, i r igh-ener€ly 1i fe.

17. One way of  f inding out is to ask them, An interest lng s iud;, '
was camied. out in lt iorway b;,r the Peo"ol-ers Actjon for a Nero,'
L i fe : l ty le,  publJ,she4 in l ry "r , ivsst i ] ,  4-5 Octoberr t -975,
based on data col1e cted of i l  : i ff intative sannple ( 600 )
in . i \ugust-September 1975. People were asked vrhether they fe l t
the l {orwegian standarcl  of  l iv ing was r too highr,  rabout r ight l
or  r too Iowr.  The aJrswers were: 75 percent,  22 per cent and
1 per cent.  Interest ingly enor.rgh the answers did not corre-
late mu"ch wit i r  social  posi t lon.  The highest income group
and tne highest ed,ucation groups tended" somewhat more in the
d" l rect ion of  taboi . - r t  r ight ,  (?^5 per cent and. 74 per cent
rather than 22 per cent) .  l /hen asked. what they would prefer,
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ra quiet ,  s imple l i fe wi th al- l -  neeessary good.s but
l in i ted income and career opportuni tyt  or  rh lgh incorne,
many mater ia l  goods and rnany posslbi l i t ies for  career -
but stress both at  work and dur ing f ree t imet 74 per cent
preferred. the former and" 21 per cent latter (Sl p-er cent
in the highest income group, 38 per cent in the hlghest
educat ion group).  Thus, the tend.ency is er l i te c lear.

One should not generalrze th ls to r ich countr ies,
or even to Scandinavian countr ies,  however,  According
to e Swedish publ ic opj-nion poI l  s i rn i lar  quest ions were
askeci. at about the sarne time and showed ver.r cl-earlv
that the major i ty of  the Swed. ish people (s i l  oui  of"  ten)
does not want to recluce worklng hours i f  1t  impl ies red.uced
income (Sydsvens-ka_ Lagbladet,  27 October 1975)- .


